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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A multi-junction solar cell assembly comprising: 
a transparent substrate; 

a transparent conductive coating formed on the transparent substrate, said 
transparent conductive coating comprising gallium nitride to provide 
a defect-free surface for growing an InGaN solar cell : 

a solar cell including a p lurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers 
formed grown successively on the transparent conductive coating; 

an indium nitride junction layer formed on the plurality of gallium indium 
nitride junction layers; and 

a metallization layer formed on the indium nitride junction layer; 

wherein each successive gallium indium nitride junction laver has a 
thickness greater than a thickness of the immediately preceding 
gallium indium nitride junction layer, each successive gallium indium 
nitride junction layer being directly adjacent the immediately 
preceding gallium indium nitride junction layer. 

2. (Original) A multi junction solar cell assembly in accordance 
with claim 1 wherein the transparent substrate is selected from a group of 
transparent substrates consisting of sapphire, zinc oxide, and gallium nitride. 



accordance with claim 1 further comprising a gallium nitride junction layer f&r-m e d - 
on the transparent conductive coating between the transparent conductive coating 
and the plurality of gallium Indium nitride junction layers. 



3. 



(Canceled). 



4. 



(Currently amended) 



A multi junction solar cell assembly in 
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5. (Currently amended) The solar cell assembly of claim 

A mu l ti junction solar ce ll assembly I n accordance w i th cla i m 1 w herein the solar 
cell includes a each l ayer of the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers 
[[has ll having a thickness of between about 0.2 microns and about 1 .0 microns. 

6. (Canceled). 

7. (Currently amended) The A mu l t i j unct i on solar cell 
assembly of claim 5. in accordance with cla i m 1 w herein each layer of the plurality 
of gallium indium nitride junction layers has a gallium content of between about 90 
wt % and about 10 wt % and an indium content of between about 90 wt % and 
about 10 wt %. 

8. (Currently amended) The solar cell assembly of claim 5.A 
m 4 i l- t i -jwGt -i on --- so j- af - €e il-- assemb i y -4 n - aGeGfdaftGe w i th c l a i m 1, furthef-GGmpf -i s i ng - a - t 
least thrco gallium i nd i um n i tr i do junct i on l ayers, wherein each successive layer of 
the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers has a gallium content less than 
the immediately preceding layer of the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction 
layers and an indium content greater than the immediately preceding layer of the 
plurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers. 

9. (Currently amended) The solar cell assembly of claim 5. A 
multi junction solar cell assembly i n accordanc e w i th c l a i m 1 w herein each layer of 
the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers has a band gap of between 
about 0.7 eV and about 3.4 eV. 

10. (Currently amended) The solar cell assembly of claim 5. A 
multi junction solar cell assembly i n accordance w i th c l a i m 1 wherein each 
successive layer of the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers has a band 
gap less than the band gap of the immediately preceding layer of the plurality of 
gallium indium nitride junction layers. 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) The solar cell assembly of claim g4? A 
mult i junct i on solar ce ll assembly I n accordance w i th cla i m 1 w herein the transparent 
conductive coating comprises: 

a nucleation layer formed on the sapphire covertfaf^spa-reft-t-substfate: 
a lateral epitaxial overgrowth layer of gallium nitride formed on the 

nucleation layer; and 
a defect-free gallium nitride layer formed on the lateral epitaxial overgrowth 

layer. 

12. (Currently amended) The A mu l t i j unct i on solar cell 
assembly of in accordanc e with claim 1 1^ wherein the nucleation layer comprises: 

an aluminum nitride coating formed directly on the sapphire 
covertransparent substrat e in intimate contact with the sapphire 

cover tranGPoront Gubstratc: and 

a seed layer of gallium nitride formed on the aluminum nitride coating. 

1 3. 25 (Currently amended) The A mu l t i j unct i on solar cell 
assembly of claim i n accordance with c l a i m 1 w herein the transparent 
conductive coating comprises: 

a plurality of alternating layers of gallium nitride and aluminum gallium 
nitride; and 

a plurality of quantum wells, each quantum well of the plurality of quantum 
wells formed at a corresponding interface between adjacent layers of 
gallium nitride and aluminum gallium nitride of the plurality of 
alternating layers of gallium nitride and aluminum gallium nitride. 

14. (Currently amended) The solar cell assembly of A-fTwlt4 
junction solar ce ll assemb l y i n accordance with claim 13 wherein a first gallium 
indium nitride junction layer of the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers 
is formed directly on a last gallium nitride layer of the plurality of alternating layers 
of gallium nitride and aluminum gallium nitride in intimate contact with the last 
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gallium nitride layer of the plurality of alternating layers of gallium nitride and 
aluminum gallium nitride. 

15. (Original) A multi junction solar cell assembly in accordance 
with claim 1 wherein the transparent conductive coating comprises a gallium nitride 
layer formed on the transparent substrate. 

16. (Currently amended) The A mu l t i j unct i on solar cell 
assembly of claim 5. in accord ance with cla i m 1 f urther comprising a metal current 
collector bus for receiving electrical power collected from the plurality of gallium 
indium nitride junction layers by the transparent conductive coating. 

Claims 17-19 (Cancelled) 

20 • -49?" (Currently amended) A method of forming a unitary multi 

junction solar cell assembly comprising th e st e ps of : 

forming a transparent conductive coating including gallium nitride on a sapphire 
cove r substrate : and 

forming growing a solar cell including a plurality of gallium indium nitride 

junction layers on the transparent conductive coating without taking any 
measures to correct for lattice mismatch. . where i n each successive 
ga lli um i nd i um n i tr i d e junct i on l ay e r has a th i ckn e ss gr e at e r than a 
th i ckn e ss of th e i mm e d i at el y pr e c e d i ng ga lli um i nd i um n i tr i d e junct i on 
layer, each successive ga lli um i nd i um n i tr i d e junct i on l ay e r b ei ng d i r e ct l y 
adjacent the i mmediate l y preceding ga lli um 

- if Kj j ym - fflt - r4d e-} yff€ - t 4 en -- toy e f - ; -- and 

forming a metallization layer on the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction 
layers, wherein the metallization layer i s selected from a gfoyp-t - hat 
includes a layer of aluminum, a l ay e r of chrom i um, and a l ayer of t i tan i um. 

20 

21. (Currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 40- 

further comprising forming a metallization layer on the plurality of gallium indium 
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nitride junction layers, wherein the metallization layer is selected from a group that 
includes a layer of aluminum, a layer of chromium, and a layer of titanium: and forming 
an Indium nitride junction layer on the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers 
between the metallization layer and the plurality of gallium indium nitride junction layers. 

20 

2.2..— gir (Original) A method in accordance with claim TS* further 

comprising forming a gallium nitride junction layer on the transparent conductive 
coating between the transparent conductive coating and the plurality of gallium 
indium nitride junction layers. 

23.^ (Cancelled) 

^"^^ (Cancelled) 

(New) A solar cell assembly comprising: 
a sapphire cover; 

a GaN transparent conductive coating (TCC) as front collector, the GaN TCC 

formed on the sapphire cover; and 
a multjunction InGaN solar cell grown on a GaN layer of the TCC; 
wherein the GaN TCC provides a defect-free surface upon which the InGaN 

solar cell is grown. 
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